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understand their meaning and know that they will stay after-
wards. Only then shall we be fit [for swaraj].
I believe that the Bardoli taluka is fully capable of doing all
this. The deficiency I have pointed out is partly due to lack of
time and, partly, to ignorance. I am, therefore, not at all dis-
appointed; I believe that the people will be able to overcome
these shortcomings within a very short time and be completely
fit for offering civil disobedience.
The supporters of the Government whom I met also testified
to everything having been done peacefully and told me that Bardoli
would be ready in six months' time. Shri Kunvarji, who is the
soul of the taluka, believes that they will succeed in a month's
time in spreading spinning and weaving and other activities. The
reports of either are likely to contain an element of unconscious
exaggeration. However, the good men and women of Bardoli have
certainly produced the impression on my mind that they will not
take long to deserve a certificate of fitness.
What impressed me especially was that the workers were not
only young men, but included grown-ups as well. The women,
too, take interest. The volunteers do honorary work. Whatever
expenses are incurred are met by Bardoli itself. Hence, the entire
taluka, and not merely a certain section of it, can be said to have
awakened.
Bardoli's responsibility has now increased. Bardoli inspired
me, when I was in Delhi, to give concrete shape to the plan of
civil disobedience and this increased the enthusiasm in other pro-
vinces too. In consequence, some great fighters are in jail. Having
thus been instrumental in rousing enthusiasm, Bardoli cannot rest
now. It must complete the process of self-purification and, for
this purpose, it must put in a Herculean effort. The required effort
will be easy to make if people work wisely and unceasingly and if
their change of heart is genuine.
The reader will see that I have not discussed the question
whether or not the people have the capacity to suffer, to go to
jail or to face bullets. I have not even inquired of anyone. It is
my experience and my faith that, when a person does his duty
faithfully, he soon gets the strength to suffer. Bardoli, moreover,
is making all this effort in order to be fit to go to jail; how can
I, then, insult it by asking the question of whether it has the neces-
sary strength? At this time, going to jail is a difficult thing. It is,
of course, easy to keep out. If a person does not spin, does not
wear khadi, is not honest or polite, has ill will towards all and refu-
ses to mix with the Dheds and Bhangis will anyone ask such a person to